O

altiude, 16 the middie of a Bne sununer morning, over a populous and air-minded
district like Farnborough, without allracling ‘the _atiention'of “more than one
~ubservet.  We conclude, either that F/LL TTubbard was_the vigtim-ol an: optical
illusion, or that he.observed some quite normal type.of aircraft and deceived him-
self about ils shape and specd. PR Baeagls B e R Ss
[4. F/Lt, Hubbard was also concerned in the other incident, when, ‘at_ 1609
on 5th September, 1950, ke was slandinig on the walch-lower with five other officers,
fooking south in anticipation of the display by.the Hawker 1081, The sky was
about 3/8 obscured, with # stratg-cumulgus cloud base.at 4,000 feet, | At.about ihe
- same.moment they all'saw, at ati estimated range of 10-15, miles, an object which .
they described as being a llat.disc, light pearl grey in colour, and. " about. the size
of a shirt button.” They all observed it 10: follow a rectangular flight path, con-
ststing in succession of a “falling leaf,” horizontal llight " yery fast,” an upward
# falling leaf,” another.horizontal stretch, and so on; " fingfly it dived 1o the horizon
“at. great speed. . The pattern - was estimated to be- executeik somewhere aver the -
Guildford—-Farmham area. ' R SRR A
F/Lt. Hubbard was satisfied that the objects. he saw.qn, ke Lwo occasions
were identical; “the other..bbservess. agreed that ‘the -secpnd: object: fitted . the
description they had been given of the first. . - - Gttt H s B
i: ¢ have,nu doubt that,all these officers did i fact:see. g flying qbject of some
- sort. We canyot, howeyer regard the evidence of identification of-this object, which
- Was-only sten at very long range, with the earlier one as:of any value whatever.
Further, we, apain find, it jmpossible. to” helieve élfiaﬁrﬁn unconyentional, aircraft,
manceuvring for some time over:a. populous. grea, covld have, falled;to. altract, the
.. attention of other ohservers., . We, canclutie;that the oflicers, in fact.saw, same quite
. novmal aircraft, manceuvring at exireme visual tange, and,were ted by the preyious
- ¥eport 10 believe it 1 bg;something abnormal.r-an mleresting cxampls,of onc report
.inducing another, . Wo are reinforced. in this beliel by, an. experience of.gne. af our

* .number-(Wing Commander; Formby, R.AE) which s, recofinted ,in, Appendix B -
AR

and illustrates ific.ease yith which mistakep identific

, b anade, oven b
- experienced .abseryers. i . S e horainaes
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