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Introduction: Historical

. I. Unidentified flying objects were first reported after Lhe 'war from Sweden
it the summer of 1946, 'and for-sdime monlls there was a considerable number of
alleped sightings, moslly in Sweden, bul a few also in Narway, Finland and
Germany. ‘Fhe descriplions given were ustnlly of some sort of wingless missile
Lravellitg at very high speed, cigar-shaped. or circular, somctimes emilting bright
lights, and oceasionally sound: The reporis attracied considerable attention in the
press, wlhere the objects becaine known-a$ ™ ghost rockets " or * spook bormbs.”
The reports died away aficr the summer of (946, and very few have appeared Since
the end of that year.. = P e gmoeh o on T 2oa

. 2. 'The [irst report.af.a * flying saucer ™ came. from-the Uniled States in June
1947; the pame arosc. because the obsorver (Mr.- K. Arnold, of Boise, Idaho)
described what he had seen ‘as a * saucer-like disc.” The report received much
publicity, and was ‘quickly followed by 4 gréat’ many more.” Since then reports of
sightings have been made al inlervals in. large numbers, mostly [rom the United
States, but some from other parts of the world, in¢luding Great Britain, where {Here
was a notable outbreak diring thié sunmner and’ aulumn of “1950). " The objécts
reported have become popularly known bY thie generic title * Nying saucers)” but
the descriptions. given-have-included not oaly-[lying disc-like objects of the original
"' saucer ” 1ype, but also wingless lorpedo or clgar-shaped. ‘bodics,  spherical or
balloon-shaped objects, ard luminous phenomena of various types.

3. "The 1eporled observations haye been almost exclusively visual; reporls ol
iny nssociated sound have beca rarc. In no; case -has any. (dngible, material, or
objective evidence, been subinitted. It is therefore exlrentely diflicult, i, not impos-
sible, to arrive at anything like scienlific proof ol the naiure of the phenomena.

Review of previous evidence ; B g B % :
- 4. A systematic and-extensive. inveslipation of all the reported incidents in
the' United States was carried out between 1948 -and 1950 by the U.S.AL., in con-
junction with the Rand Corporation, Dr.-Hynek, a well-kdown asironomer -from_
Ohig State University, and other specialist cdasultants. -~ "~ :
_ we have been.enabled 1o-study ‘two reporly (Project-*“ Sign ™ and
}J}DJBCC " (rudee *) covering the inyestizatidn. of incidelits up to lhe beégmniiig of _
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5. Ou the Scandinavian sightings in 1946, Project “ Grudge ™ ‘réports as
follows: — . .~ - e B 210 W
v “The Swedish Defence Stafl ¢oidiicled a'comprehensive study of the' éitly
incidents. Several thousand reports were thorougﬁ[y' investipaled and plotied,
with resultant conclusions-that all evidence obtained of sightings wns-éxplicablc

in terms of astronomical phenomena.” :

0. Dealing witl reports ffoni the United ‘States:- Project  Grudge ™ quales
the opinion of the Rand Corporalion afler an examination of 172 incidents: ™ Lo
date, we have found nothing which .would seriovsly conligvert sitaple” ralidnal
explanations of the various pherwnena ik ferms -of balloons; coniventibral hircrdft,
planets, meteors, bits of paper, aplical illusions, practical jukers, psychopathological

- reporls, and the Bike” = Ba B E U el el BN T R R

Dr. Hynek investipated 228 ineidchts aid ‘Concluded that approtimately 33 per
cent. were astrorigmical with varyiig degrees of probability’ 37 per cent. were not
astronomical but suggestive of othei“explanations, sucli as birds, rockets, balloons,
ordinary aircraft, &c.; Lhé remiaining 30 per ceat. either lacked sufficient cvidence
or the evidence offered suggestod ho explination, though some of these might con-

ceivably be-astronomical:-" 0 et 0 D 0 _
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